THE  FORGES OF  CENTRALISATION AND DECENTRALISATION    IQ
cannot be deprived of what they do not possess ", should be read in connection with the appeal which that same document makes to those proletarians to win political power and establish themselves as the national ruling class.   Nationality was accepted by the founders of Marxism as a given fact, to be reckoned with and even to be emphasised if it should further the primarily social aims of the Labour movement,1   Socialist internationalism for them, as for the Russian Communists to-day, was the co-operation of Socialist nations.   The later misuse of Socialist internationalism in favour of the existing multi-national States, especially by members of the ruling nationalities, who might use internationalist phrases to cover national oppression,2 was certainly not Marxist. Classical Marxism does not attribute to the nation any value in itself.   There is a direct link between the statement of the Communist Manifesto cc the proletariat . . . must raise itself to the position of the national class, must constitute itself the nation ; in this sense it is itself national " and Lenin's statement :    " We axe filled with national pride because of the knowledge that the Groat-Russian nation, too, has proved capable of giving humanity great examples of the struggle for freedom, for Socialism ",3 and a further link with the most popular song in the U.S.S.R. to-day :
My wide; beloved fatherland, Land that carries all our hopes, For there is no other land on earth Where mankind can breathe so free . . .
The U.S.S.R. is a multi-national union: but it is not to the nationalism of any of its constituent parts that the emphasis laid on Soviet patriotism appeals. The kind of nationalism accepted and emphasised by Marxism is that of Western Europe : allegiance to the political unit in so far as it succeeds in realising certain standards, valid for all mankind. But this is not nationality in the sense in which Soviet policy regarding nationalities has to deal with it; all that has been achieved in this regard has been achieved by progressing beyond the original Marxist doctrine,
1 Set; below, pp. 157 and 326.       c See below, pp. 221-4 and 238-9.
3 " On tho National Pride of the Great-Russians J>7 Works [Russian cd.], Vol. XVIII, p. 82. The article was written in 1915, when Lenin's main struggle was directed against the patriotic tendencies of right-wing Social Democrats.